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During the interval both Colonne and Lamoureux rush to
the artists' room, equally eager to secure the young Pole for
their concerts. There and then Paderewski signs a contract
with Lamoureux to play at his famous orchestral concerts.
After the interval the audience becomes more and more
enthusiastic. There is no longer any doubt as to the new
pianist's success. At the end of the concert he is given a
tremendous ovation. All the lights are turned on. He
bows and bows again with an incomparable grace.
Next morning the newspapers are full of his success.
He plays again at the Salle Erard on March $?6th. He
immediately receives an invitation to play at one of the
Conservatoire concerts which are the most distinguished
events of musical life in Paris. His reputation is made.
The newspapers are full of him. " Le lion de Paris"
That name is known by everybody. He plays for the
Countess de Montesquiou, the Marquise de St. Paul,
the Princess Bibesco and the Princess Brancovan. They
will take care of him; he must meet the right people.
He is invited to the houses of the Napoleonic aristocracy,
but also by people bearing names that were the crowning
glories of the Anden Regime. Gounod, grand old man of
French music, expresses his admiration openly, thus giving
the lead to musical Paris. Saint-SaSns, at the height of
his fame, exclaims enthusiastically : " // est un ginie qui
joue aussi du piano" The bon mot becomes famous. Success,
success, success ! He goes to parties, he works fourteen
hours a day, he smiles, he impresses dignified gentlemen,
he fascinates the smartest women of a smart society. After
one of his recitals a famous hostess rushes to him exclaiming
exstatically: " Mattre, c'etait sublime^ maintenant queje vous
ai enlendu vous powez mourir" He is enchanted with Paris
as Paris is with him. Of course he will remain here. It
is so much more beautiful, so much more stimulating than
anywhere else. He takes a flat on the ground floor of
No. 96 Avenue Victor Hugo, not far from the Etoile. Paris
is at his feet.